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Abstract: The article examines the use of nominative phrases in English

§ -g from semantic and structural perspectives. Nominative phrases are important
g - linguistic units that enable speakers to name, identify, describe, and classify
- people, objects, and abstract concepts. The study focuses on the structural
-§ E components of nominative phrases, including heads, determiners, adjectives,
.*g ® noun modifiers, and prepositional phrases. It also explores their semantic
o - characteristics and communicative functions in academic, literary, and everyday

discourse. The analysis demonstrates that the meaning of a nominative phrase

imnin

depends on the relationship between its components, grammatical structure, and

communicative context. The article concludes that semantic and structural

analysis provides a comprehensive understanding of nominative phrases and

Ld
o

zamonaviy

their role in English communication.

[Im fan taraqq
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Language enables people to express thoughts, communicate information,

and describe the world around them. One of the fundamental processes in

(Y

language is nomination, which refers to naming or identifying objects,
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individuals, qualities, and phenomena. In English, nominative phrases play an
Important role in this process because they allow speakers to express meanings

through combinations of grammatically related words.

The study of nominative phrases is significant because their meanings
depend not only on individual words but also on their structural relationships.
For example, a beautiful house, the house near the river, and the house of my
childhood refer to a house but communicate different types of information. Their
structural components determine how the central concept is described and
interpreted.

The purpose of this article is to investigate the use of nominative phrases in
English from a semantic-structural perspective, focusing on their principal
components, meanings, and communicative functions.

A nominative phrase can broadly be understood as a linguistic
expression that names, identifies, or describes an entity or concept. In English
grammar, noun phrases are the principal structures associated with this function.
A noun phrase usually contains a noun as its head, accompanied by other
elements that provide additional information.
For example:

* A student
* An intelligent student
* An intelligent student from Uzbekistan
* The student who won the competition
In these examples, student is the central element. The adjective intelligent
describes a characteristic, the prepositional phrase from Uzbekistan indicates
origin, and the relative clause who won the competition provides identifying
information. Nominative phrases can refer to concrete objects, such as a
wooden table, or abstract concepts, such as social responsibility and linguistic
competence. Their semantic range therefore includes physical entities,

emotions, social relationships, and intellectual concepts.
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It is also important to distinguish nomination from reference. Nomination
involves naming an entity, whereas reference concerns the particular entity
identified in a specific context. For instance, the teacher may refer to different
individuals depending on the situation.

The structure of English nominative phrases is generally organized around a
head and its dependent elements. Head is the central component that
establishes the principal meaning of the phrase.

Examples include a book, modern education, and the development of
technology. The heads are book, education, and development, respectively.

In the development of technology, the noun development identifies the central
concept, while of technology specifies the subject or domain associated with it.

Determiners establish reference, quantity, or identification. Examples
include a university, the university, this university, and my university.
The difference between a teacher and the teacher illustrates their semantic
Importance. The indefinite article introduces an unspecified individual, while the
definite article indicates that the intended person is identifiable in the context.
Adjectives provide descriptive information, as in a beautiful garden, an
important decision, and a successful researcher. They help distinguish one entity
from another and may express either observable characteristics or subjective
evaluations.

English frequently uses one noun to modify another, as in language
learning, student achievement, and research methodology. These constructions
are particularly common in academic and professional communication.
Prepositional phrases also expand nominative structures.

Examples include the history of education, the book on the table, and the
relationship between language and culture.
Such constructions express relationships between concepts and provide more
precise information. However, noun combinations may sometimes be

ambiguous, making context essential for interpretation.
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The semantic properties of nominative phrases emerge from the meanings of
their components and the relationships between them.
Referential meaning identifies the entity being discussed. Compare a woman,
the woman, and that woman. Although the noun remains the same, the
determiners influence how the referent is interpreted. Descriptive meaning
provides information about characteristics. Expressions such as a peaceful
village and a rapidly changing society describe particular qualities or conditions.
Relational meaning establishes connections between concepts. For example,
the roof of the house expresses a part-whole relationship, while the history of
Uzbekistan identifies a subject area. Evaluative meaning communicates an
attitude or judgment. The expressions a respected politician and a controversial
politician identify the same general category but present different evaluations.
Nominative phrases may also convey figurative meaning. Expressions such as a
bright future, a cold personality, and a flood of information communicate
meanings that extend beyond literal description. These examples demonstrate
the relationship between language, conceptualization, and cultural experience.
Structural organization significantly influences the interpretation of nominative
phrases. Consider the expressions a school building, a building for a school, and
a school with a large building. Although they contain similar lexical elements,
their grammatical structures express different relationships.
In a school building, the noun school classifies the type or function of the
building. In a building for a school, the prepositional phrase expresses intended
use. In a school with a large building, the phrase with a large building describes
an associated feature. Ambiguity also illustrates the importance of structure. The
phrase English history teacher may refer to an English teacher who teaches
history, a teacher of English history, or a history teacher who is English. The
intended interpretation depends on context.
Therefore, the semantic analysis of nominative phrases requires attention to

grammatical structure, word order, lexical meaning, and contextual information.
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Nominative phrases perform different functions according to the

communicative purpose of a text.
In academic discourse, they express specialized concepts precisely.
Examples include the development of linguistic competence and the semantic
structure of metaphorical expressions. Such constructions help researchers
organize abstract information and establish relationships between concepts.
In literary discourse, nominative phrases contribute to imagery,

atmosphere, and characterization.

Expressions such as the silent streets of the city and the weight of his
memories combine descriptive language with emotional or symbolic meaning.
In everyday communication, phrases such as my new phone, the nearest bus
stop, and a cup of coffee enable speakers to identify objects and locations
efficiently. The examples demonstrate that nominative phrases are flexible
linguistic  resources that support different communicative needs.
In my conclusion, nominative phrases are essential components of English
because they enable speakers to name, identify, classify, and describe entities
and concepts. Their structural organization typically includes a nominal head
and dependent elements such as determiners, adjectives, noun modifiers, and
prepositional phrases. From a semantic perspective, these phrases express
referential, descriptive, relational, evaluative, and figurative meanings. Their
interpretation depends on the lexical meanings of their components, grammatical
relationships, and communicative context. The analysis demonstrates that
nominative phrases play an important role in academic writing, literary
expression, and everyday communication. A semantic-structural approach
therefore provides a valuable framework for understanding the relationship
between grammatical organization and linguistic meaning. Further comparative
research could investigate similarities and differences between English and

Uzbek nominative
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constructions.
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