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Abstract: Word formation is one of the most important areas of linguistics
because it explains how new words are created and how the vocabulary of a language
develops. English and Uzbek belong to different language families and have different
grammatical structures; however, both languages use several productive word-
formation processes to enrich their vocabularies. This article presents a comparative
analysis of word formation in English and Uzbek, focusing on affixation,
compounding, conversion, abbreviation, reduplication, and borrowing. Particular
attention is paid to the similarities and differences between the two languages in the
formation of nouns, adjectives, verbs, and other lexical units. The analysis
demonstrates that affixation and compounding are productive in both languages, while
conversion is particularly characteristic of English. Uzbek, on the other hand,
demonstrates a highly productive use of suffixation, which is closely related to its
agglutinative structure. The study also considers the influence of other languages on
the vocabulary of English and Uzbek. A comparative investigation of word formation
contributes to a better understanding of the structural characteristics of both languages
and can be useful in language teaching, translation, and comparative linguistics.
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Introduction

Language is a constantly developing system, and its vocabulary changes
according to the needs of its speakers. New words appear as a result of technological
development, cultural changes, scientific progress, social transformations, and contact
between different languages. Word formation is the linguistic process through which
new lexical items are created from existing words, roots, or other linguistic elements.

English and Uzbek provide an interesting basis for comparative research because
they belong to different language families. English is a Germanic language within the
Indo-European language family, whereas Uzbek belongs to the Turkic language
family. Their grammatical structures and historical developments are therefore
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considerably different. English has a relatively analytical structure, while Uzbek is
predominantly agglutinative.

The aim of this article is to compare the major word-formation processes in
English and Uzbek and identify their similarities and differences. The research focuses
mainly on affixation, compounding, conversion, abbreviation, reduplication, and
borrowing. The study also examines how the structural characteristics of the two
languages influence the formation of new words.

Main Part
1. The Concept of Word Formation

Word formation refers to the processes through which new words are created from
existing linguistic material. According to Plag (2003), word formation includes various
processes that contribute to the expansion of a language's vocabulary. These processes
may involve adding affixes, combining existing words, changing grammatical
categories, shortening words, or borrowing lexical items from other languages.

Word formation should be distinguished from simple grammatical inflection. For
example, the English forms book and books represent different grammatical forms of
the same lexical item, whereas teach and teacher represent different lexical items
created through derivation.

Both English and Uzbek use productive word-formation processes, but the
frequency and structural realization of these processes are different.

2. Affixation in English and Uzbek

Affixation is one of the most productive methods of word formation in both
languages. It involves adding an affix to a root or stem to create a new word.

In English, affixation can involve prefixes and suffixes. Prefixes are generally
added before the root, while suffixes are added after it.

Examples of English prefixes include:

« UNn- + happy — unhappy

o re- + write — rewrite

« dis- + agree — disagree

« iIm- + possible — impossible

English suffixes can also create new lexical categories:

. teach + -er — teacher

« happy + -ness — happiness

« develop + -ment — development

o care + -ful — careful

Uzbek also makes extensive use of affixation, especially suffixation. Since Uzbek
Is an agglutinative language, grammatical and derivational meanings are frequently
expressed through suffixes.
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Examples include:

« ish + -chi — ishchi (“worker”)

o do ‘st + -lik — do ‘stlik (“friendship”)

« bilim + -don — bilimdon (“knowledgeable™)

o gul + -zor — gulzor (“flower garden”)

A significant difference is that Uzbek derivational morphology is strongly suffix-
oriented, whereas English uses both prefixes and suffixes. This difference reflects the
general morphological characteristics of the two languages.

3. Compounding in English and Uzbek

Compounding is another important word-formation process. It involves
combining two or more existing words or stems to create a new lexical unit.

English has a highly productive system of compounding. Examples include:

« tooth + brush — toothbrush

« class + room — classroom

« black + board — blackboard

« sun + light — sunlight

. football + player — football player

English compounds can be written as one word, with a hyphen, or as separate
words depending on the lexical item and conventional usage.

Uzbek also uses compounding and the combination of lexical elements to form
new words. Examples include:

o temir + yo ‘| — temiryo ‘[ (“railway”)

eqo‘l + qop — qo‘lgop (“glove”)

« 0sh + xona — oshxona (“kitchen”)

« tosh + baga — toshbaga (“tortoise™)

Both languages therefore use the combination of existing lexical elements as a
means of vocabulary expansion. However, the formal structure and orthographic
conventions of compounds may differ.

4. Conversion in English and Its Limited Role in Uzbek

Conversion, also known as zero derivation, is a particularly characteristic word-
formation process in English. It involves changing the grammatical category of a word
without adding an overt affix.

For example:

« to email — an email

« to work — work

« to answer — an answer

« 10 text — a text

English frequently allows nouns to function as verbs and verbs to function as
nouns without morphological changes.
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For example, the noun Google can be used as a verb in modern English: to Google
something. Similarly, water can function as both a noun and a verb.

In Uzbek, conversion is much less productive because grammatical categories are
more strongly connected with morphological markers and syntactic functions. A
change in lexical category often requires an affix or another formal change.

This difference is one of the most noticeable contrasts between English and Uzbek
word formation. It demonstrates how the grammatical structure of a language
influences the ways in which its vocabulary develops.

5. Reduplication in Uzbek and English

Reduplication is another process found in both languages, although its
productivity and functions differ.

In Uzbek, reduplication is relatively common and can be used to express plurality,
intensity, approximation, distribution, or emphasis. Examples include expressions such
as:

« katta-katta — “very large / large ones”

o tez-tez — “frequently”

« dona-dona — “one by one”

« sekin-sekin — “slowly, gradually”

Such formations can perform important semantic and stylistic functions.

English also contains reduplicative formations, but they are generally less
productive. Examples include:

« bye-bye

¢ SO-SO

« teeny-weeny

. Zig-zag

« tick-tock

English reduplication is often associated with informal speech, expressive
language, sound symbolism, or stylistic effects, whereas Uzbek makes broader
grammatical and semantic use of repeated forms.

6. Abbreviation and Shortening

Abbreviation is an important modern word-formation process, particularly in
English. It is common in scientific, technological, political, and everyday vocabulary.

Examples include:

« advertisement — ad

« laboratory — lab

« application — app

« information technology — IT

. artificial intelligence — Al

Acronyms and initialisms are particularly productive in contemporary English.
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Uzbek also uses abbreviations, especially in administrative, educational,
scientific, and technological contexts. Some abbreviations are created from Uzbek
expressions, while others are adopted from international terminology.

The increasing globalization of communication has resulted in similar
abbreviations and international terms appearing in both languages. Modern technology
and social media have further accelerated this process.

Conclusion

The comparative analysis of word formation in English and Uzbek demonstrates
that both languages possess rich and productive mechanisms for expanding their
vocabularies. Affixation, compounding, borrowing, abbreviation, and other processes
contribute significantly to lexical development in both languages.

However, the two languages differ in the productivity and structural realization of
particular word-formation processes. English makes extensive use of prefixes, suffixes,
compounding, conversion, and shortening. Conversion is especially significant
because English can frequently change the grammatical category of a word without
adding an affix. The comparison of English and Uzbek word formation is valuable for
linguists, translators, teachers, and language learners. Understanding the similarities
and differences between the two systems can improve vocabulary acquisition,
translation accuracy, and intercultural communication. Furthermore, studying
contemporary word formation demonstrates how both languages continue to adapt to
technological, social, and cultural changes.
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